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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO INTENSIFY RESEARCH ON POLAR BEARS 

The Federal Government will intensify its research of polar bears 
this year to insure that the great white mammals continue to roam the 
icy lands, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall said today. 

Increased attention to polar bears will include United States 
participation in an international scientific meeting on polar bears 
beginning January 29 in Morges, Switzerland. The conference is 
sponsored by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature. 

Jamer W. Brooks of Interior's Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 
and Jack W. Lentfer of Alaska will represent the United States. Other 
countries participating will be the Soviet Union, Norway, Denmark and 
Canada--all "polar" nations where the bears roam. 

Brooks joined the Bureau last December after 10 years with Alaska's 
Department of Fish and Game as Director of the Division of Game. 

The polar bear is one of the widest ranging of animals and recognizes 
no international boundaries. The polar bear population is guessed at 
from 8,000 to 20,000, a discrepancy in count that needs resolving. 

Scientists at Morges will compare notes on research efforts to pave 
the way for management to preserve polar bears. "The meeting will be more 
technical than political," Brooks said. 

Perhaps 1300 to 1400 polar bears are harvested each year, including 
200 to 400 taken in Alaska where polar bear hunting is a major sport and 
guides may charge as much as $2,000 for a hunt. 

"We will lose a great deal if we ever lose the polar bear," Brooks 
says. "This big, free creature has captured our imagination." 

Because polar bears are at the "end of the food chain," their only 
enemy is man, Brooks explained. 

The seriousness of man's inroads is not precisely known, he said. 
"Part of the problem is that we have no accurate way of measuring the 
polar bear population. Because of their white fur, polar bears are 
difficult to spot, and an individual bear may travel 30 to 50 miles a day 
on an ice pack which also is moving 30 to 50 miles." 
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Brooks will return from Switzerland in February to begin the 
U.S. part of an international tagging program. "Using a helicopter, 
we will sit down near the bear, fire a tranquilizing shot into its hind 
quarters, and then place a tag in its ear," he said. 

"Tagging is not a good means of determining populations," Brooks 
said, "but may give us a better idea of polar bear migration and, therefore, 
the techniques for international cooperation." 

Secretary Udall describes the Switzerland conference as "one of the 
pioneering efforts at international cooperation in a common conservation 
problem." 
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